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HE Pelagian-Arminian-Methodiſts are up in arms 

againſt Free Grace, They pretend that Predeſtina- 
tion and its conſequences make them ſtart back with hor- 
ror, But, if this be true, why is Dr Crifþ ſingled out as 
the butt of all their fiery darts, whoſe ſentiments upon that 
ſubject are expreſſed fo looſely as to occaſion a charge * of 
his holding Univerſal Redemption. The properties of this 
ſe& are to multiply Juſtifications, and confound Juſtifica- 
tion and Sanctification. So that a perſon writing diſtinct- 
ly upon either muſt be miſapprehended, Hence I find 
when Dr Criſh is maintaining a juſtified ſtate, they ſuppoſe 
he is deſtroying a ſanctiſed one, Whilſt he is laying the 
Foundation, they imagine he is pulling down the Building. 
To their utter Ka 26h and ſhame (if their cheeks be 
pervious to a bluſh) do his ſentiments of the abſolute ne- 
ceſſity of a holy life appear in the following pages. And 
as theſe are the ſentiments of one, whom their moſt viru- 
lent enemies allow to be the _ in hrinciple among the 
Calviniſts; and againſt whoſe life even calumny itſelf has 
not dared to move its tongue; Beware, leſt blinded and 
miſled by the groſs falſities of men, who neither know nor 
care what they ſay, or whereof they affirm, you err, and 
lay to the charge of the innocent, things which they de- 
ſerve not. 


Luis charge was brought againſt the Doctor by the Dutch 
Profeſſor Hoernbeeck. . 

I 1 was led to peruſe the Doctor's Works by the Abufe that I 
met with in the four Checks againſt Antinomanyſm. And 
would hope the Author had never read the Sermons from which 
the following Sentiments are extracted. If he has, I tremble for 
lum. If he has not, let kim be more cautious, 
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Free Grace the Teacher of Good Works, 


Dr Cx1se's Sermons on Titus 11. 11, 12. 


The Grace of Gov, that bringeth falvation, hath appeared to all 
men, teaching us, that denying ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, 
we ſhould live ſoberly, righteoufly, and godly, in this preſent 


world. 


1. 9 HE doftrine of Free Grace, by the deviliſh 

cunning of that old ſerpent, who knows his own 
bane and ruin 1s contained in this ſovereign antidote, hath 
been marvellouſly abuſed divers ways, in all ages; ſome 
overthrowing it with licentious inferences; againſt which 
preſumption, the apoſtle, as in many other paſlages, ſo in 
the text, eſpecially oppoleth himſelf. Others again abuſe 
it, by eſtablifhing a righteouſneſs of their own in the room of it; 
againſt which he contends vehemently, eſpecially in the 
whole epiſtle to the Galatians,” 

In * 5h to vindicate and ſet the doctrine of Free Grace 

at liberty, 

II.“ Underſtand, In what ſenſe good works, or in- 
herent righteouſneſs, are neceſſary attendants on Free Grace: 
neceſſury indeed they are, not cauſally, but conſequently; not to be 
ſubſtituted in the room of Free Grace for attaining ſalvation, 
as if that was a licentious doctrine, not to be allowed 
neither are our works of righteouſneſs neceſſary attendants 
on grace as co-afſiſtants, as if they concurred with Free Grace to 
produce ſalvation; and that ſalvation is not attainable by the 
favour of Gop alone, but by works of ours, to make up 
what is wanting in that to effect it: againſt both theſe con- 
ceits of the neceſſity of our righteoujneſs, the apoſtle bends all his 
ſtrength, Epheſ. ii. 8. Rom. xi. 5. Gal. v. 4. The whole 
fourth chapter to the Romans is nothing but a clearing of 
this, as is all the epiſtle to the Galatians ; ſo that it is mani- 
feſt, that our reghteouſneſs, or obedience, hath not the leaſt ſtroke 
in juſtiſication, or ſalvation, efficiently. | 

You will ſay then, Wherein conſiſts the neceſſity of obe- 
dience? I anſwer, Works are neceſſary, E 

I. Ex parte Dei. They neceſſarily follow the Free Grace 
of Cunisr, in that Gop in CuxISTH hath engaged himſelf to 
eftabliſh and fet up obedience in the heart and life of ſuch on "—_— 
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he entails ſalvation by grace, as appears in Iſa. xxxv. 40, 41. 
and Jer. xxxi. Ezek. xx. Now where Gov himlelf 
hath 1mfeparably joined ſalvation and a. holy life, and hath 
promiſed the one as well as the other, they mult of necel- 
ſity go together, for what Gop hath joined together who 
can ſeparate? No man can disjoin what he hath united. 

II. Obedience is neceflarily annexed to Free Grace, ex 
parte Rei; that is, there is a proportion and connatural- 
neſs between Free Grace and Holineſs. - Gop's love to 
his ſelected ones, hath an aſſimilating virtue to win love to 
him again, as the heat of one coal kindles another: the 
loadſtones do not more naturally draw iron after them, 
than tne divine loadſtone of Gop's free love draws our 
love; © We love him, becauſe he firſt loved us,” ſaith St 
John. Kindneſs begets kindneſs. 

III. Finally, obedience is neceſſary, ex parte noſtri. In 
reſpe& of employment, of thankfulneſs, and of our own 
preſent comfort. Obedience is the proper action that beſt 
ſuits our condition. The end of obedience muſt be the 
ſetting. forth of his praiſe, or the magnifying of him; ſhew- 
ing forth the glory of his grace, which is the end why Goo 
redeemed us. Nothing chears the hearts of God's dear 
children more, than a tree readincls of ſpirit to do the will 
of Gon ; becauſe their delight is in the law of the Loeo ; 
it is ſweeter than the honey-comb; it is meat and drink 
to them to do his will; fo that meat cannot glad the hun- 
gry more than enlargement of obedience glads the panting 
foul, I might add, that holineſs muſt neceſſarily attend 
grace in reſhect of others: our © light muſt ſo ſhine, that 
they may {ce our good works, and glority our Father ;” that 
we mav be examples to win them, or convince them of 
their evil, by our holy converſation ; that the weak may 
not only not be offended, but alſo built up; of which the 
apoſtle Paul is very cautelous; and that the enemy may 
not blaſpheme, and be encouraged, or hardened in an evil 
way. | | 

And thus you ſee what ends obedience ſerves for, and 
what not: and how the doctrine of Free Grace and obedi- 
ence muſt go hand in hand together, and kits each other, 

Unbodlineſs malt be denied; and this denial (which the 
grace of Go teacheth,) in general, is not only a not con- 
ſenting, or agreeing to ungodly motions ; but alſo, a re- 
pulſe, a diſtaſte; a ſtruggling, and bending of all a man's 
force and might againſt ſuch inſurrectious. 

There muſt of neceſſity be ſuch a denial of ungodlineſs 
in all that ſhall be ſaved by grace, becauſe, 
| 1085 OT, I, 
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I. * The Lorp hath coupled them together, ſo that 
for the ſame reaſon that we expett ſalvation freely from 
bim, we muſt conclude, that this denial of ungodlineſs 
muſt be practiſed; for the ground of both is one, even the 
ſame good plealure of Gop's will. If any conclude a cer- 
tainty of favation, becauſe Gop hath revealed his good will 
therein, {which is the only ground of expecting the ſame, 
whereupon a believer may ſafely build;) this will of his 
being a firm rock that cannot fail, he muſt, by the ſame 
reaſon, conclude an equal certainty and neceſſity, that un- 
godlineſs muſt alſo be denied, there being the fame will of 
God revealed concerning it. If a man imagine that Gop 
may, and will, diſpenſe with denying ungodlineſs, after 
he hath declared his mind, that ungodlineſs muſt be de- 
nied; he hath no ground to think but he alſo may, and 
will diſpenſe with his own promile of ſaving by grace, 
though he hath peremptorily declared himſelf herein; and 
ſo he muſt become changeable, and fo there can be no 
footing to depend on the diſpenſing with his word; for he 
that will be falſe in one thing. may alſo be fo in another; 
and what truſt can there he repoſed in ſuch a one? But 
Gov is ſar from ſuch ch:ngeablencis; his revealed will 
hath an univerſal ſtability, and cannot totter. To whom 
the promiſe of ſalvation is made, it is impoſſible but it 
ſhall be perſormed, and that they ſhall be ſaved ; becauſe 
he hath ſaid it: and {o, who are thus ſaved, it is impol- 
ſible but they mult deny ungodlineſs; becaule he hath ſaid 
that alſo. 

II. Ungodlineſs mult be denied, becauſe it is a manifeſt 
fighting againſt, Gop, ard his kindneſs: eſpecially this of 
ſaving by grace deſerves better than ſuch an unkind re— 
quiting of ſuch cvil tor his good, with an ingenuons ſpi— 


\rit. This is a moſt piercing argument 10 deny ungodli-— 


nels, ** I beſeech you, by the mercy of Gop;' and, * ſeeing 
4 - — * 1 A f 
we have ſuch promites, dearly beloved. let us cleanſe our— 
ſelves,” Who ſpits not at the villany of Judas, in betraying 
ſo good a maſter ? And who abhors not the conſpiracy of 
luch a ſubject, whoſe life his prince hath ſpared of mere 


grace? If Ezra's argument be of ſuch force to reſtrain un- 


godlineſs, namely, “ ſeeing that our Gop hath puniſhed us 
leſs than our iniquities deſerve, ſhould we again break thy 
commandments!” How much more ſhould this argument 
work, ſeeing thou, our Gov, haſt crowned us with glory 
and dignity, and haſt done marvellous things for us, ſho 


we practice ungadlineſs againſt thee, and not deny the 
ſame ? 


III. 
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UL. The denying of ungodlineſs is neceſſary, becauſe not 
denying it brings many a woe, and cauſes Gop to hide his 
face; as may be ſeen in David's caſe, the church in Can- 
ticles v. Hezckiah, old Eli, and all the whole nation of 
the Jews, from their infancy to their extirpation. 

The grac+. of God teacheth, ſuch as are moved by it, 
to deny worldly luſts. Conſider what arc worldly luſts, 
which are to be denied. St John will give us light, who 
reduceth them to three heads; to wit, © The luſt of the 
* fleſh, the luſt of tlc cyc, and the pride of life; they 
* arc not of the Father, but of the world.” 

Now grace will tcach, though not utterly to vanquiſh, 
8 to deny theſe; it will teach as a monitor, or a remem- 

rancer, when they begin to ſtir ; and be as a ſecret voice, 
giving warning of an inſurrection in the ſoul, that it may 
* for an encounter at the beginning of the mutiny, 

efore it hath got a-head ; grace teacheth to deny theſe, 
by infuſing divine {kill to the beſt advantages of them.— 
Feaches where the ſtrength of luſt lies, and how to abate 
and weaken it. All the rudiments of the world cannot, 
are not ſufficient inſtruftions to bereave luſt of this ſtrength, 
but the Spirit. Some auſtere ſpirits have dealt very rigidly 
with themſelves, to weaken this ſtrength of luſt ; witneſs 
St Jerome, who relates his caſe himſelf, ſpeaking of faſt- 
ing, and other harſh means, for weakening luſt, he ſays, 
by his own bitter experience, that of themſelves they have 
no ethcacy, but roſe and increaſed the more. Nothing, 
therefore, no not the uſe of Gop s own means, can avail 
to the weakening of luſt, except the ellectual operation of 
the Spirit ſtrike the ſtroke; and from this muſt the effec- 
tual diſcovery and abatement of the ſtrength of whatſo- 
ever luſt be fetched. 

Now how the Spirit doth this, we will conſider a little. 

The Spirit makes maniſeſt to the ſoul, partly by reſtor. 
ing fight, partly with the clearneſs of light, what horrid 
loathſomneſs there is in ungodlineſs; and that not with 
fome obſcure glimmerings, but with a full delineation and 
anatomizing of its hidden uglineſs; not with an itching, 
rhetorical ſtrain to captivate the fancy, as man's wiſdom 
ſometime may do, which the apoſtle calls-enticing words; 
but with ſuch an evidence as is attended with demonſtra- 
tion and power: ſo that though he leave the heart with- 
out an ablolute neceſſary compulſion, (for ſo a man cannot 
deny ungodlineſs) yet he fo convinceth, as that all what- 
ſocver that pleads ſor ungodlinels is ſilenced: and the plead- 
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ings of the Spirit againſt ungodlineſs are ſo prevalent, and 
carry ſuch a weight along with them, that the foul, thus 
taught by the Spirit, cannot choole but be over-ruled freely 
to agree with it; which is ſuch a drawing of the Spirit, as 
ſets the ſoul a running upon ungodlineſs with a holy vio- 
lence. Such a neceſſary, yet voluntary tractableneſs by 
the prevalence of the Spirit, was fore- propheſied and pro- 
miſed by Carr; © I will put my Spirit within you, and 
cauſe you to walk in my ſtatutes ; they ſhall be all taught 
of Gop.” This latter paſſage our Saviour eſtabliſhed with 
his own mouth. In brief, the Spirit of Cux Ist hath ſuch 
a prevailing force on ſuch as it teacheth, with the clear light 
and conviction it brings to the Leart, as that it ſtirs up 
ſuch a neceſlary, yet voluntary antipathy and indignation 
againſt ungodlineſs, as there is in men naturally againſt 
poiſon or deſperate miſchief approaching, who are not by 
any compulſion forced to ſhun them, and yet they can- 
not choole but ſhun and fly from them ; and yet it is as vo- 
luntary and free an eſchewing thereof, as any free choice 
a man can make. 

We have done with the two great Hydras, Ungodlinels, 
and Worldly luſts, whole heads grace takes off for ſuch as 
are ſaved by it; which, having thus cleared the coaſt, and 
made the paſſage free from devourers, the ſame grace leads 
them to Gov's green paſtures, that they may be fat and 
well-liking ; where it takes care of three things, that they 
ſhall, „live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent 
world.“ 

Doth divine grace teach all to deny ungodlineſs that 
ſhall be ſaved? then muſt I read the fearful doom of all 
who have not learned this leſſon, and are not yet taught 
it of Gop; even that harſh cenſure Peter paſſed on Simon 
Magus, they * are yet in the gall of bitternels, and in the 
+ bond of iniquity ; and have not their part in this mat- 
+ ter.” I ſay, as yet, this is their fearful condition, and 
if they continue thus untaught this leflon, there can be 
no ſalvation by grace for them. © Not every one that 
% ſaith, Lok, Lorp, ſhall enter into the kingdom of 
* heaven, but he that doth the will of my Father which 
is in heaven;” when to ſuch as the Logp opens not 
to, he will ſay, © Depart from me, ye workers of iniquity, 
* I know you not.” Men commonly dream of a ſtrange 
kind of goſpel, that never came into Goy's mind; that, 
ſeeing Cukisr hath died, they may live as they liſt, fight- 
ing againſt Gop and godlineſs, letting themſelves looſe 
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to all impiety, and yet go to heaven, Certainly, had 
Gov opened ſuch a gap to let in an inundation of impiety, 
he qhuld never juſtly have complained of the deluge of it, 
thatgverflows the world. Far be it from the holy God, 
whoſe purity abhors it, to allow ſuch licentiouſneſs to men: 
no, no, God's aim was at the damming up the fountain of 
im; Jesus Cu RIS redeemed us to be“ a peculiar people to 
himſelf, zealous of good works ;”” not becauſe we are holy, 
but that we might be holy. Some licentious ungodly 
wretches, I know, reply, though to their own ruin, (for 
to ſuch the Goſpel proves a ſtone of offence) that CurisT 
juſtifies the ungodly ; and we are ſaved by faith, without 
works; but alas! they obſerve not how cunningly the 
devil equivocates to lull them aflcep in their ungodly 
practices. It is true, indeed, that CurtsT juſtifies the 
unzodly, that 13, he finds them ungodly when he im- 
putes his righteouſneſs unto them ; but he doth not leave 
them ungodly after he hath juſtified them, but tcacheth 
them to deny ungodlineſs: he aftords no cloak to perſiſt- 
ance or perſeverance in ungodlineſs, but will come in 
flaming tw: with his mighty angels, to render vengeance 
unto ſuch ; he that denies not ungodlineſs, him will Cuxisr 
deny before his Father which is in heaven. Why then 
wilt thou be deluded with groſs ſophiſtry, in ſo clear a 
ſunſhine of the goſpel ? Is not the light fo bright that 
thine own heart checks thee? And © if thine heart con- 
demn thee, Gos is greater, and ſearcheth all things.” It 
is true alſo, we are ſaved by faith without works, but 
here allo Satan equivocates as grolsly as in the other caſe; 
for though faith only ſaves without works, efficiently, yet not 
confequently, as I ſaid beſore; that is, though faith only ſaves, 
yet that faith muſt not be alone that ſaves, but muſt be attend- 
ed with its fruits, to wit, denying ungodlinels ; elſe it is 
ſo far from ſaving, that it is but a dead faith, and he is 
but a vain man that hath ne better, as St James well af- 
firms; the perſon believing muſt deny ungodlinels, though 
this denial works not his ſalvation. Our Saviour ſpeaks to 
the ſame purpoſe, © a good tree bringeth forth good fruit; 
he doth not ſay, the fruit makes it a good tree, yet the 
good fruit is inſeparable. I ſpeak not of quantities, or 
degrees, as neither doth our Saviour, but of the truth, to 
wit, a real and ſincere denial of ungodlinels, 
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